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grovel]ing superstitions of ancient Hinduism on the one hand
and the achievements of European science and civilization
on the other! and what an anomaly and anachronism that
intelligent and educated 'Hindus should use the electric
telegraph to facilitate the worship of the stone idol at
Sachindram!

A Vaishnavite temple, of great reputed sanctity, is that
at Tiruvattar, ahout halfway hetween Cape Comorin and
Trevandrum, to which also the Eajah pays occasional state
visits. Vishnu is here worshipped under the cognomen of
A'thi Kesavan. The natives believe this shrine to have been
built in the mythological period, before the incarnation of
Pai, su Kanien. The great granite walls of this temple are
] 8 or 20 feet in height, handsomely ornamented with carved
work; and the edifice itself, with its magnificent flights of
stone steps leading from the river to the temple, is unusually
imposing in appearance.' Numerous Brahmans reside here.
The annual expenditure of the temple amounts to 21,854
rupees.

Another sanctuary of considerable celebrity is that at
Cape Coinorin, which contains some handsome stone carvings
of animals. The yearly maintenance of it costs 10,723 rupees.
The proper name of the Cape is Kanya Kumari, " the virgin
daughter," a title of the goddess Doorga here worshipped.
A curious kind of white sand, tlie grains of which are as
large as those of rice, and which, is therefore called "rice
sand," is found here. A singular legend is related of the
origin of this sand. " The youngest daughter of the King of
Pandi, named Kanya Kumari, was sought in marriage by a
foreign giant, named Vanasaram. She accepted his suit and
agreed to marry him on one condition, which she hoped he
could never fulfil, namely, that he should on the wedding
day give the guests rice to eat which had been sown, grown,
cut, winnowed, and cooked upon that very day. Muck to